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Maine Aviation Historical Society
Monthly Meeting Notes + June 8, 2002

The recording secretary was Jate in arriving. This copy of the minutes starts with the
secretary’s arrival. This meeting was held at the Maine Air Museum, Bangor, Maine. There
were 20 pcople present.

Treasurer's Report. See sheet 060201 anached to secretary's copy of the minutes.

Sccretary's Report. No correspondence was reccived by recording secrelary. All
clecronic correspondence via the web page was forwarded to the president.

Fundraising, Carl Sederquist reporied on the memorial/donor brick program. Samples
were passed around. The bricks will be personalized for donations of $100 for a red brick
and $250 for a marble brick. A 350 pound marble bench can be had for a donation of $10k.

Building. No report.

Physical Plant. We are still working on the occupancy certificate from the city.
Electrical work is being done, exit signs, the fire alarm system, fire detection sysiem is
being installed and holes from the removal of duct work are being plugged. The city might
grant a parking waiver when we get opened and operating. Work times are Tuesday and
Thursday, 5-7 p.m. and Saturday, 8 a.m. to finish.

Hikes. Peter Noddin reported that no hikes were held this spring due to work on the
museum. Flags have been replaced at a number of siles. Research is continuing on the
locations of several new siles. including an A-20, P-47, and F-84.

Aquisitions. An update on the recently acquired UH-1 was given. We might be work-
ing toward obtaining an F-4.

Appreciation. Thanks were given to Bob Day for his production of large scale, full
color plagues representing the various military units from Maine. (See photo on page 6.)

Miscellaneous. President Shaw reinterated our need for help. Many small tasks remain
to be completed. There was an update on the refurbishing of the Scorpion heticopter. The
fiberglass shell is almost finished. There was a short discussion about the cleaning of the
Stinson frame. This work is planned but not immediately scheduled. We are again in need
of additional funds and fundraising cfforts must continue.

The business meeting was followed by a slide presentation by Rick Alexander.

— William Townsend, Recording Secretary

Rick and Leo taped Leo's slide and 1alk show about Maine aviation so the museum will
be able to use it when we are open. They had 1o wait until there were no planes flying
overhead as it would make too much notse on tape

We worked on geing the blocks over 10 the helo pad and we're ready 10 move the
Huey over to them. The Matthews family members helped by digging owt the soil around
the t00-small pad before we placed the blocks there and by painting the pad and the blocks.
They also painted the rust stains on the walls of the museum left over from the old sicel roof
drip cdges. They were waiting for Dave and Mike 1o come back from painting the Scorpion,
which will leok great when it has its final coat of yellow paint ... and it will be yellow! Great
Jjob done by the crew from American Eagle.

Shelly Shaw painted the outside light fixtures to maich the metal covers done carlier
this spring. She also painted the main door and frame. We got one of Don Martin's old shop
display counters mounted on a frame so it will be high enough to use for displays.

Les Shaw worked on the conduit pipes that we need to comply to the saf ety codes, gelling
them ready to install the emergency lighting, fire pull stations, etc. still needed to get our
certificate of occupancy. — Mike Cornen

President's Message
Work is coming along slowly at the museumn. We are still working on getting our
certificate of occupancy and by the time you read this newsletier, we hope 1o have that
accomplished. We are starting 10 build and set up displays in the museum. I am in hopes that
we can open real soon as a work-in-progress. We do need help, so if you have some free
lime stop by and give us a hand.

— Les Shaw, President




The British Are Coming!
The History of the U.S. Naval Air Station, Brunswick, Maine — Part Il

The following U.S. Navy narrarive outlines the use of the
Brunswick Naval Air Station from its beginning.
~ Leo Bovle, Editor

The arrival of VOF-1 at Rockland and AG44 a1 Sanford
began the training of our Navy squadrons at this command.
Considerable effort by all hands was necessary to ready these
two facilities by April 15. CASU 22 sent a large detachment to
Sanford and a smaller one 10 Rockland.

Negatiations for use of the Portsmouth (NH) Airport and
the Augusta (ME) Airport were starled during this month:
Portsmouth 10 be used as a "bounce” ficld from Sanford and
Augusta 1o be used by Lewiston's squadron during the pro-
posed runway improvement scheduled for that field.

Training activity increased considerably during April 1944
with Royal Navy 1842 F4Us and Royal Navy 1820 SBUs
reporting in to Brunswick. Excellent weather, 83% contact,
increased the training hours to 1837, although 1wo fatal
accidents — one at Rockland and one at Bar Harbor —
occurred in this month.

The arrival of AVR C-26581 started this command on its
way toward aid/sca rescue development. This 63 foot aircraft
rescue boat and crew reporied on April 12 and was assi gned 1o
NAAF Casco Bay 10 stand by for air/sca rescue work in this
area.

With four ficlds under this command opcrating differem
squadrons of aircraft, coupled with pleasant and moderate
weather, flight operations took a sharp upturn during May.
Again there was 83% contact condition and the training hours
for Brunswick swelled 10 3632 hours as night flying was again
instituted. However, as might be expected with the increased
flving. three fatal crashes occurred in May 1944, An F6F
attached 1o VI--44 was lost at sea off Cape Porpose; the sec-
ond on May 16 when two F4Us from 732 at Lewiston were
lost in a probable mid-air collision at Sebago Lake, Maine.
Extensive scarch and dragging failed to locate either the planes
or other evidence of the cause of these crashes.

The personnel of NAS Brunswick received firsthand in-
struction in the handling of a blimp when, on May 7, 1944, a
K-type airship from South Weymouth was landed here.
Following this landing, the airship proceeded 10 NAAF Bar
Harbor where operations continued for several days to in-
doctrinate personnel in airship handling. This was the second
visit of a blimp 10 this ficld, the first one arrived way back in
April 1943,

In June 1944 a new taxiway was staried which was to speed
up the ground traffic pattern and work was finally started on
the enlargement of the control tower to keep pace with the in-
creased operations and equipment. This month saw quile an
emphasis on remodeling and new construction as work was
started on bowling alleys. The Ship’s Service Galley was cn-
targed and alterations 1o the General Mess Hall were started to
develop into the Marine barracks. Although the Marines had
long been a familiar sight around this station inasmuch as Major

Voight Corsair lls of the Royal Navy 738 Squadron, a common sight al
Brunswick during World War W, (Perer Sowers Photo)

J. E. Knowles, USMCA, had arrived back in March 1943, vel
there had never been a Marine barracks. These men, mostly
velerans of the South Pacific campaign, had been quartered in
many strange places from half of one side of a partially com-
pleted B-1-B barracks to the cooks' quarters over the mess hall.
The plans now called for a barracks, NCO quarters, and a day
room.

Brunswick was host 16 the British Ambassador Lord
Halifax on June 23, 1944 a1 which time he reveiwed bath the
American and British officers and delivered a short informal
talk which did much 1o explain the relations beiween the
British Tar and America in gencral. Senators Barton of Ohio
and Brewster of Maine also antended this ceremony, the latter
making a short speech.

Twa mid-air collisions occurred during this month of June
The hirst between two Brinsh Corsaes 10 which both plines
lost wings and plunged into the sea off Pemaquid Point.
Extensive scarch failed 10 locate cither pilots or planes. The
second occurred on June 9 when two F4Us from Lewiston
collided during a formation fight. Miraculously, both planes
were able to land, one at Lewision with a bent propeller, the
other at Brunswick with two and a half feet gone from the port
wing.

With the arrival of the USS Eagle PE66 at Portland, Maine,
Naval Air Station Brunswick, as far as known, became the only
Naval Air Station to have a commissioned vessel attached. This
ship, a relic of World War 1, has been used for many tasks,
including spar towing for dive bombing, patrol work for
Portland Frontier Base, and towing of the 7H submarine larget,
and has been of considerable value to this command in training
both Royal Navy and our fleet units.

Nearly a week of continuous rain during June 1944
lowered the percentage of contact weather 10 76% but never-
theless training kept up to 3036 hours and AG44 lefi Sanford
having completed their training. Royal Navy 732 was disbanded
and 1842 left for overseas.

"BNAS" continued on page 4
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"BNAS" continued from page 3

By the end of July 1944 several new construction projects
had been completed. The new 1axiway to runway #27 from
between hangars #1 and #2, the bowling alleys adjacent 1o the
gymnasium, and the addition to the Ship's Service Galley were
all finished and put into use. Work still continued on the new
control tower and the lumber shed, while the siabilization
program and sealing the runway salety strips went ahead. This
last project was staried as a result of terrific dust storms which
at times forced the closing of the ficld due to the runways
being obscured by dust clouds. During 1943 and early 1944,
thousands of dollars had been spent to remove this menace of
blowing swirling dust, but the stripped areas, borrow pits, and
unsodded safety strips siill filled the air with dust from any
wind over 20 knots. The only solution, to seal the safety strips,
had been arrived at during the winter and all spring work had
proceeded in leveling, filling and spreading gravel preparing
for the sealing coais.

The extent of Royal Navy training had reached such an
amount by July 1944 that it was decided 10 have an officer
designated as Assistant Superintendent of British Air Training
assigned 1o this command. Accordingly, Lt. Comdr. Martin,
RN, reporied 10 NAS Brunswick (o assume this responsible
position. Setting up offices in the Operations Building, he took
over the complete training program for both Brunswick and
Lewiston and welcomed in 1846 and 1848 Squadrons which
arrived during this month.

Flight operations during July 1944 continued at a high rate
until the end of the month when several days bad weather cut
the contact average 10 74%, Nevertheless, 3721 hours of train-
ing time and 613 hours of time for VJ-15 were piled up. One
fatal crash occurred when an F4U from 739 Lewiston crashed

in a forced landing near Waierville, Maine. Plane was demol-
ished and pilot killed.

On August 3, 1944 this station was visited by Caplain
McAfee, (WR) USNR, accompanied by Congresswoman Mar-
garet Chase Smith of the Maine Second District. The Waves
were reviewed and Captain McAfee and party toured the
station. On August 9, Commodore Rowe, ComFairQuonset.
visited the facilities and returned 1o Brunswick for the nigh.
Two days later, on August I1, Rear Admiral Richardson. USN.
landed here for a brief visit and later Rear Admiral Cheverius.
USN (Ret.) arrived for a short stay.

This month alse saw 1he transfer of Lt. Comdr. Firth who
had carricd out the duties of SENO for nearly a year. Lt. Comdr.
Firth had been a most popular officer and had done much 1o
further the pleasant friendly relations with our British allies.
A fine officer and gentleman, his wit added much 1o the ward-
room mess and his cooperation never waned. His duties were
temporarily assumed by Li. Comdr. Martin, RN,

A bad fire broke out at 0300 on August 4, i944 in the
Junior BOQ. The flames spread rapidly and only by valiant
cfforts of the civilian fire department, Navy personnel, and town
of Brunswick fire department, was the second wing of the
building saved. Upwards of 40 officers, British and American,
lost their personal effects in the fire; and, most unfortunately,
onc British officer lost his life. Work was immediately siaried
to rebuild the building. Less than a weck later a British pilot
attached to 1846 Squadron was killed when his aircraft lost
flying speed and stalled out during a carrier deck landing
practice, The planc crashed and burned about a mile from the
NAAF Bar Harbor ficid.

Grumman Avenger |
of the Royal Navy,
many of which
lrsined in Maine.
{Grumman Fhoto)
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The Maine Aviation Historical Society's First Book by Member

JOHN C. GARBINSKI

The United State Air Force in Maine
Progeny of the Cold War

8 1/2 x 11 softbound, 134 pages, 151 illusirations
Fublished by the Maine Aviation Historical Society
$20.00 at the Muscum or mail your order 10:
MAHS Book Order Dept.

101 Monroe Ave., Westbrook, ME 04092-4020
{Please add $3.00 posiage and handling for mail orders. ) 12




On Sunday moming, August 13, 1994, a sudden and violent
storm hit NAS Brunswick, uprooting many large trees and
completely blocking the main entrance for some few hours. A
Wave, on duty in the control tower, was badly cut about the
face by flying glass when a large window in the tower was
blown in by the 62 knot gale. Steps were immediately 1aken 1o
construct padded braces which can be installed when wind is
cxpected to reach a dangerous velocity. In spite of foggy
mornings and some bad weather, contact conditions reached
an all time high of 90% and Night ume jumped accordingly 10
4052 hours of training.

The end of August 1944 also brought the end of a com-
mand for Comdr. J.C. Alderman, USN. In a colorful ceremony
attended by service personnel, civilian workers, and 1owns-
people, many of whom had witnessed the commissioning of
the station in April 1943, Comdr. Ezra M. Ellis, USN, assumed
formal command of the siation and its facilities. This ceremony
was preceded by an inspection and review of ship's company
and Royal Navy officers and men.

New England's sccond hurricane in cight years hit the
Maine coast about 2300 on Sepiember 14, 1944, Winds up 10
56 knots were recorded but adequate warning prevented only
the most superficial damage. However, flying weather during
September reached an all time low of 68% contact. Attempting
10 make up for the past summer's drought, 6.2 inches of rain
fell during the 30 day period. This, coupled with numerous
streiches of foggy mornings and evenings, severely cut ino
the flying. Sanford and Lewiston, a few miles further inland,
suffered only from the rain.

The ScaBees got busy installing the catapault and arrest-
ing gear on the SW safety strip of the NW-SE runway, Work
progressed rapidly on the stabilization of the safety strips and
the station ground improvement program leaped ahcad with
the laying out of sidewalks. Junior officers moved back into
the first deck of the BOQ which was badly burned in the
August 4th fire and work progressed on the piping of auxiliary
water hines 1o the various hangars

Among the many high ranking Naval officers visiting this
command during the month of September 1944 was CominCh
who atiended the launching of the USS Frank Knox by the

Bath Jron Works on Scptember 10, 1944, Included in this
launching party were Admiral Pace, Admiral Cooke, Captain
Roper, and Congressman Bates. Commodore Rowe, ComFair-
Quonset, also paid a short visit during this month.

The morning of September 11, 1944 broughi forth the
worst crash this station has experienced. Flying in a nine plane
formation over the castern end of the field, two F4Us of 1849
Squadron collided, both crashing heside the taxiway leading
from the tower to the end of runway 34 and on either side of
hangar #1. Both planes were completely demolished, one
bursting into flames, and both pilots killed.

By ComOne District Circular Letter No, 14-44, NAS
Brunswick and its facilties were assigned as aviation activitics
under Comumander Naval Air Bases FIRST Naval District and
Captain Ben H. Wyau, USN, assumed duties as ComNav-
AirBases FIRST NavDist. Caplain Wyatt, accompanied by
Captain Hulfish (SC}) and Captain Johnson (CSC), visited NAS
Brunswick on September 25 to September 30. Captain Wyan
visiled NAAF Sanford and Lewiston for the purpose of a
material inspection.

On Saturday morning, September 9, 1944, an air/sea
rescue test was carried out. Following an IFF signal a two man
life raft was dropped by one of VI-15's TBFs. Using the Fighter
Director Radar, VI's ready duty amphibian was veciored io the
scene and the aircraft rescue boats based at Portland and Ports-
mouth were dispatched. Although the raft was picked up by a
neighboring DD, both plane and rescuc boat were successfully
led 10 the scene and many communication problems were
brought to light.

On October 11, 1944, three additional 63 foot AVRs with
officers and crew arrived at NAAF Casco Bay. Witha quotaof
six 63 loot AVRs and one 45 fool AVR, this command was
given the responsibility of guarding the Maine coast for air/
sea rescue. Carrying oul a long range plan which had been
worked out over a period of months, these AVRs were based
one at Rockland. Maine. one at Boothbay Harbor. Maine. three
at Fortland., Mane., and 1wo at Portsmouth, New Hampshie
Navy Yard. In this way, all \he secaward operating areas used
by squadrons attached to this command could be covered.

To be continued . . .

{Photo via Philip Jarretl)

The 36th Annual Meeting of the
Northeast Aero Historians

October 18, 19 and 20, 2002

Cradle of Aviation Museum
Garden City, New York




Welcome Home, Huey

:

oy Left: Our new Bell UH-1 Huey helicopter. (Adke Comett Photos)
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Carrection
Sorry, Paulinel Caption was wrong ...
The photo below shows Pauline Sodermark and
Greg Hilgreth, not Jim Sodermark,

Above: Member Ken! Knowles works on one of our sians. Kent has made ,‘
the F-101 service boards work again. /msel; One of member Bob Days !
beautiful paintings of various unit paiches in Maine. Aite Comelt Photos) |

WWI AERO (1 900-1919)  sanpteissues 54 sach
SKYWAYS (1920-1940)

* histotical research

* workshop notes

* information on paint/color
» aeroplanes, engines, parls for sale _g=
* your wants and disposals —
+information on current projecis  _#%
* news of museumns and atrshows
+ techinica! drawings and data

* photographs

* scale modelling malerial

* news of current publications

BUILD ONE! A REAL ONE!

Sole distributors for P3V, a computer program to generale a 3view from a photograph.
Published by: WORLD WAR 1 @cropfanes, INC.
15 Crescent Road, Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 USA (845) 473-3679
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TWO NIGHT SEMINAR on the THREE CAREERS of
F+ 3 IGOR I. SIKORSKY 99

Helicopter, Large Amphibian, and World's First Multi-Engined
Aireraft; Leciure, Slide Show, Library, Videos, Artifacts;
Held July 19, 20, 2] &

¢4 THE BRADFORD CAMPS 44
Munsungan Lake, North Maine Woods, T-8 R- 10, Maine

Enjoy the ancedotal history of a leading man of vision by his son
and grandson. Enjoy some great fishing, wildlife viewing
and Maine sporting camp hospitality.

1.1 Sikorsky: winter: 207-439-6364, summer; 207-746-7777
www.bradfordeamps.com
maine @bradfordcamps.com
100 LL available for float plane pitots

JOIN US TODAY . . . SAVE AVIATION HISTORY FOR TOMORROW




Upcoming MAHS Meetings

W F J poD2 — 2002 — 2002 — 2002 — 2002 Y - *

July 6-7 .o, 10a.m. ....... '50s and '60s Mcet and Antique Aeroplane Show, Owls Head Transportation Museum, Maine
huly 13 ... 10am. ... MAHS Mecting. Maine Air Muscum, Bangor, Maine

Avgust 10........ 10am. ... MAHS Mecting, Maine Air Muscum, Bangor, Maine

Aupust 10-11 ... 10 a.m. ........ Transportation Spectacular and Acrobatic Air Show, Owls Head Transporiation Museum
Sept. 7-8............. All Day ........ International Seaplane Fly-In, Greenville, Maine

Sept. M4 ... 10am. ... MAHS Mecting, Maine Air Muscum, Bangor, Maine

October 12 ......... 10 am. ........ MAHS Meeting, Maine Air Muscum, Bangor, Maine

October 18-20.... All Day ........Northeast Acro Historians Meeting, Cradle of Aviation Museum, Garden City, NY

MAHS mecting sites are flexible and we're ahways looking for guest speakers and new program ideas.
Call Les Shaw at 1-877-280-MAHS if you have any ideas or if you can be of help.

membership Updote 1 ComeJoinust

Welcome New Member For more info on the MAHS, call 207-9471-6757
or 1-877-280-MAHS (in slale
428. CW{4 Harry Pellett . / . /
or check out our web site at acadia.net/mahs/
32 Overlock Road, Apt. C
Levant, ME 04456 207-884-8129 202
el emacem You‘ are cleared for the
Allied Approach . . .
] ] . .
Got E-Mail? to Morigage Financing!
Don't forget to send us your e-mail address if you want it listed Morigage loans throughout
. O , ) . Donald Godfrey Maine, New Hampshire
in the Dirigo Flyer. It's a great way to keep in touch with other Semior Loan Office: and Massachiuseses
members. shire mlormanon and sty current on aviation 1ssues (207) 879-4044, ext, 155 ALUED
and happenings. Toll Free: MORIGAGE
(877) 472-LOAN (5626) CAPIMAL CORPORATION
MAHS DONATION / PLEDGE FORM
Name I/We pledge to the MAM/MAHS
Address the sum of: §
The Malne Alr M
Check/cash for § enclosed Signature
(payable 1o Maine Aviation Historical Society) Date
I/We commit 1o complete this pledge as follows: 2001 (month) (amount)
2002 {month) (amount)
2003 (monih) (amount)
All contributions to the Maine Aviation Historical Society are tax deductible 10 the extent atlowed by law.
_! Building Fund U Aircraft Fund Mail to: Joseph Quinn Treasurer, MAHS
! Education Fund C Library Fund 107 Pember Road

Endowment Fund O General Fund Levant, ME 04456-4317
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WHILE AIRBORNE - FROM ANY POINT ON THE GLOSE
Paying Cash For: Helmels, llight suits, uniforms, jackels,
wings, paiches, maps, books, flight manuals, aircraff pans

i a and instruments, pholographs, parachutes and survival

. gear. i it has something fo do with aircralf — I buy.
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' year, and membership
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Maine Aviation Hi ! pa);rg . Corporate $100 annual Newsletter, Decal, Muscum Admission
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Maine Aviation Historical Society

P.O. Box 2641
Bangor, ME 04402

July Meeting
Saturday, July 13, 2002
10 a.m.

Maine Air Museum
Bangor, Maine
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