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Corsairs in Sebago Lake

By now you have probably all read of the attempt to
recover the two Vought Corsair fighters from the
Brunswick Naval Air Station that crashed in Sebago Lake
in 1944, These Corsairs, piloted by Sub. Lt. Raymond
Laurence Knott and Sub. Lt. Vaughan Reginald Gill,
crashed into Sebago Lake while on a low-level training
mission on May 16, 1944, Neither the bodies of the pilots
nor the aircraft were ever recovered. These sites are
considered war graves by the British government and
should be respected as such and not disturbed.

Peter Noddin, as President of the Maine Aviation _
i:: Zﬁ%ﬂnic;:;?gogg?nazua;::;o:ifhrit:?::gﬁf ag:tl:: :t.‘ A Fleet ‘AirAn'n qusair similar to the ones thal crashed in Sebago Lake in 1944

. C . - {Fhoto: Ray Sturivani)
the Maine Historic Preservation Commission, the
Atiorney Generals' office, the Maine State Museum, the University of Maine, and the Brunswick Naval Air Station's Public

Relations office to update everyone on what was being done to handle this matter. Gverall, Peter Noddin is comfortable that the
situation is under control, and he has issued the following opinion.

With regard to the proposed commercial recovery of the two Royal Navy Corsair I fighters from Sebago Lake, and the
associated potential disturbance/removal of the remains of Sub-Lieutenants Knott and Gill, RNVR, the Maine Aviation
Historical Society states the following opinion:

1. The legal discussions about "ownership" of these wrecks is moot in light of the moral and patriotic issues surrounding
the disturbance of WW II British Commonwealth war graves.

2. Great Britain extensively protects their war graves, even those in water, which was often the final resting place of then
naval aviators. MAHS strongly supports Great Britain's diplomatic efforts to protect the graves of these men who died
in a foreign land, serving their country, during a time of great national crisis.

3. These war graves should be treated no differently than those in the Portsmouth Navy Shipyard Cemetery or those of
British Commonwealth airmen buried at several town cemeteries in Maine.

4. There are other military aircraft wrecks in Maine that had no fatalities associated with them, including several U.S. and
Royal Navy Corsairs of the same vintage in water, and multitudes of such aircraft abroad that are candidates for recovery

without disturbance of war graves. We support such recovery, restoration and historic display with respect for existing
laws and regulations,

We support exploration, filming, documentation and potential placement of a memorial plaque on the bottom of the lake,
but oppose raising these particular wrecks. There are no significant historical "mysteries" aboul the cause of this mishap
or the identity of those killed in the mishap.

— Peter Noddin, President, MAHS

Newsletter Editor: Leo Boyle
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Call to Order: The MAM Board of Directors met at the Main eAir Museum at 10:20 a.m.
on 14 June 2003. Eight members were preesent.

Fundraising: There was discussion concerning 1) a new brochure that would include the
memorial brick program; 2) mailing lists; 3) searching for a professional fundraiser. Carl
Sederquist, Ed Armstrong, and William Townsend will gather information on obtaining
mailing lists and possible fundraisers.

Web Page: It was requested that the memorial brick information on the web page be
changed to the following response address: MAM Memorial Brick Fund, c/o Carl
Sederquist, 19 Lincoln Lane, Surry, ME 04684,

Museum Display: The 42nd Bomb Wing display is being constructed. It will be 16 ft. long
and consist of three panels. It was suggested that it be placed in the room with the jetengine.

Museum in General: We still need volunteers to work weekends. We should start having
paid advertisements. The presentation plaques have been produced both for the Hall of
Fame itself and for surviving family members. The present design of both types of plaques
was reviewed and considered satisfactory. These designs will be continued for future
nominees.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 11:22 a.m.

MAHS Monthiy Membership Meeting

Call to Order: The June meeting of the Maine Aviation Historical Society was called to
order at the Maine Air Museum in Bangor, Maine. There were sixieen members and guests
present. The meeting commenced with introductory remarks by President Noddin. A
summary of the current status of the memorial brick program was presented.

Agenda for the Afternoon's Events:

1 p.m. Raising of colors with honors for Jim Chichetto and Charlie Brantner.
2 p.m. Naming of the office for Jim Chichetto.
Induction into the Maine Aviation Hall of Fame.
3 p.am.  Short presentations by Leo Boyle, Peter Noddin, Ed Armstrong, Bill Townsend.
4 p.m. Closing and lowering of the colors.

Secretary's Report: Web site update, e-mail update, Maine Memory Network report,
42nd Bomb Wing Display Report

Crash Report: The F-84 site in Amherst has been located and the landowner's permission
has been received 10 erect a memorial. This activity is planned for early summer. An
October outing is planned in conjunction with the Lee Historical Society to place a
memorial at the B-18 crash site.

Museum Report: Sederquist presented updated information on the Warden Service
display and also has a possibie speaker on tap. Oscar Blue is getting a lot of response to the
Labor Day Ford gathering at the museum. The connection is with the Ford aviation
business in WWIL. There is also a possibility that the Pratt & Whitney Company might have
adisplay; this is also in connection with Ford which was a subcontractor to Pratt in WWIL
A volunteer is needed to represent the MAHS at the Sikorsky weekend at Ashland. Thanks
to Mike Cornett, Les Shaw and Scout Grant for putting together Opening Day events and
their work in prepping the museum.

Adjournment; The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 a.m.

William Townsend, Secretary




The Maine Air Museum has opened for the summer. Opening ceremonies, the establishment of the Maine Aviation Hall of
Fame, and an Open House were held on Saturday, June 14, 2003.

Presided over by Maine Aviation Historical Society president Peter Noddin, the inductees to the newly established Maine
Aviation Hall of Fame were announced as their portraits and plagues which listed their achievements were unveiled.

In addition to the Open House, visitors were treated to a series of short talks concerning past, present and future aviation
interests in Maine. Leo Boyle spoke on the history of aviation and the founding of the Historical Society. Ed Armstrong spoke
on the current status of the search for the White Bird, Maine's most famous aircraft, and of world-wide interest. Peter Noddin, who
operates the Maine Aviation Archaeclogical web site, spoke of aviation crashes and the Society's placement of memorial
plaques at many of the military sites. Bill Townsend, NASA representative to the Teacher in Space Project, spoke of the on-going,
but often delayed, plans for an educational presence at the International Space Station.

MUSEUM HOURS MUSEUM ADMISSION
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Adults $2.00
Sundays 12 noon to 4 p.m. Children Under 12 $1.00

¥amilies $5.00

We Still Need Volunteers e

[MAINE- AVIATION H
We still need volunteers to work in the museumn! We need § e T
people to work on our engine displays, touch up and production
of historical displays, office work, computer filing, and, of
course, yard work. We also need a serious model builder to
assist in repairing, cleaning and constructing models, dioramas
and other displays.

Various Exhibits
of the Maine Air Museum
on Opening Day 2003

Call Todayl

To volunteer, call 1-877-280-MAHS. Link to the following
site to view the volunteer schedule and to check for dates on
which we need help: MaineAirMuseumvolunteerschedule.org

Next Meeting

The July 12th meeling will be held on that Saturday at
10:00 a.m. at the Maine Air Museum in Bangor. After the
general meeting, member Hank Marois, B-52 veteran from
Loring AFB and Dow AFB, will detail his experiences in the
“mole hole," on ready during the Cold War. We are trying to get
clearance o visit the site of the Dow Field "mole hole." It should
be a great experience to hear his tales of a life most of us cannot
imagine.




Twao Killed in
PittshHield
Plane Wreck

PITTSFIELD - The crash of a Cessna 150 airplane Thursday
morning took the lives of Pittsfield Municipal Airport's fixed
base operator, Ronald Curtis, 44, of Pittsfield, and his student
pilot, Charles Brantner, 79, of Winterport. The small plane was
owned by Brantner, and police said he was piloting the craft
when the crash took place.

Witnesses said the pair had been practicing "patterns” or
landings and takeoffs all morning, and it was during one of
those takeoffs that the plane's engine appeared to quit.

Pittsfield public works employee Herb Whitley was about
200 yards away, patching the airport apron with blacktop. "He
taxied down the runway and paused, like he was waiting for
instructions," said Whitley. "I was standing here, watching the
plane, and it had gotten just about tree level ... when the engine
sputtered."”

Whitley said the pilot must have realized there was a prob-
lem because he had turned the plane around io land when
Whitley heard the engine quit. "The plane just spiraled down,
right into the ground."

The plane crashed nose first into an unused runway, bursting
into flame on impact. —Bangor Daily News

Charles B. Brantner: 1924-2003

WINTERPORT - Charles "Charlie” Brantner, husband, father,
CPA, aviator, gardener, 78, died June 12, 2003 when his plane
crashed at the Piitsfield Municipal Airport.

A veteran, he served as a Lieutenant and pilot in the U.S.
Navy from 1942-1945 and in the U.5. Naval Reserve until 1961.
Following his service in World War II, he graduated from the
University of Maryland in 1949, majoring in accounting. He
later partnered with Gerald Thibodeau to form the firm of
Brantner Thibodeau and Associates, where he practiced until
his retirement in 1992, Over this time he was deeply involved
in the Bangor business community, where he was well known
to all as "Charlie" and was a longtime member of the Bangor
Rotary Club.

He was an active member of Penobscot Valley Chapter
827 of the Experimental Aircraft ASsociation, including
involvement with the Young Eagles program for children, and
was an early member of the Maine Aviation Historical Society,
working to establish the Maine Air Museum. He happily
donated his financial expentise (0 local organizations such as
the Kings Daughters Home for Women and the Winterpor Free
Library.

He is survived by his wife of 55 years, Virginia
(Livingston) Brantner, of Winterport and their four children.

—Bangor Daily News

Editor's Note: Charlie was a good friend. In addition to his
service to MAHS and the museum, he served as our treasurer
forthree years. He was an aggressive guardian of our finances,
and he fought hard to improve our financial condition.
We will miss his fine counsel, but most of all, we will miss
Charlie.
«— Leo Boyle

Labor Day Weekend at the MAM

2003 is the 100th anniversary for the Ford Motor Company,
and Ford is going all out to celebrate, but to our knowledge,
nothing is happening in Maine. So Oscar Blue (MAHS #3)
says, let's have our own 100th birthday panty for the Ford
Motor Company and bring public attention to our own new
Maine Air Museum by having a display of antique Fords
and telling the story of Ford's involvement in aviation on
Labor Day weekend at the museum.

Members and friends will be allowed to display their
antique Ford Motor Company vehicles (25 years old or
older) inside the compound for the whole weekend. The
public can be invited to bring their antique Fords on
Sunday. We will be arranging a display of Ford's involve-
ment in aviation for inside the museum. This involves the
Ford Tri-Motors, the Ford Flivver and their production of
B-24s and Pratt & Whitney engines in World War II.

We would welcome anyone who wants to volunteer for this
display.

Sikorsky Weekend

Once again, MAHS member Igor Sikorsky III is having
his aviation seminar at his Bradford Camps on Munsungan
Lake, Maine on July 11-13. Last year, Peter Noddin gave a
very interesting talk on Maine military aviation and crash sites.

Igor is again asking us to send a guest who will speak on a
segment of Maine's aviation history. If you are interested, please
contact Leo Boyle at 207-854-9972 or pshaw@maine.rr.com.

COME JOIN US for OUR FOURTH ANNUAL
TWO NIGHT SEMINAR on the THREE CAREERS of

¥ IGOR L. SIKORSKY »

Helicopter, Larpe Amphibian, and World's Firsi Multi-Engined Aircraft.
Lecture, Slide Show, Library, Videos, Artifacts Held July 11, 12, 13

i& BRADFORD CAMPS 4%

Enjoy the anecdotal history of a leading man of vision
by his son and grandson. Enjoy some great fishing, wildlife viewing.
and Maine sporting camp hospitality.

Igor 1. Sikorsky 11 winter: 207-439-6364 « summer: 207-746-7777
www.bradfordcamps.com  §00 LL available for float plane pilois




Northeast Nostalgia

By Member Jim McCarthy

The picture of Northeast's first CV-240 into Bangor, like
H.G. Wells' Time Machine, takes me instantly back more than
50 years. 1 remember the small group of the curiou, gaping at
what was expected to be the replacement for the DC-3, bring
Northeast a modern day transport, the first pressurized aircraft
in the fleet,

1 remember the aircraft’s interior decor, strictly American
Airlines, mostly in shades of maroon or something close to
that color. The four Convairs that came to Northeast at that
time were destined for American but diverted 1o Northeast. I
don't remember, if I ever knew, how that came about. I do seem
to remember that the CEO of Convair, the manufacturer, and
particularly his wife, Jacqueline Cochrane, had some kind of
relationship with Northeast.

The CV-240s were structurally, mechanically and opera-
tionally good airplanes. There were a few problems. Those four
that Northeast fell heir 10 were delivered with Curtiss Electric
propellers. Those propelilers resulted in several reversals in
flight, one on approach to Portland, a rather embarrassing
situation, to say the least.

1 shiver, still, in recollection of the cold winter nights that
Frank Manza and I spent on a low workstand, huddled over
those propeller hubs with portable magna-flux equipment.

g Sy i
The first Convair fiys in Bangor. (Bangor pholos by Jim MeGCarthy)

In 1949, Northeast Airlines bought six Convair
240s, their first new post-war airliners. Regrettably,
three crashed that same year, the third in Portland on
{ August 11, 1949. They leased, then bought four more
i from Pan American.

In this article, member Jim McCarthy relates to
d us his remembrance of the first Convair into Bangor.

At left, One of Northeast Airlines Convair 2405
in 1958 at LaGuardia. (Photo: Dolzall Collection)

In reference to that first flight into Bangor another memory
relates to the passenger door, stairs and the portion of the air-
craft skin that became its canopy when in use. We stoed around
that day watching the loading and unloading of the courtesy
flights that Northeast offered. It was mentioned to the Convair
Service Representative, who accompanied the airplane, how
disastrous it could be if the canopy were to collapse during
those times. In great detail, he pointed out the safety laiches
and other measures that precluded such a happening. He
assured us it was not only improbable but impossible.

Following the next flight, the impossible happened. The
canopy came crashing down, seriously distorting the stair rails,
just as it seemed to be fully open. Nobody had started to
deplane. There were no injuries, but it caused us all to think
about the probability of the impossible.

Everything said, the CV-240 was a super airplane for
Northeast.

Member Stephen Haas, 8 Winchester Street, Presque Isle,
ME 04769 learned 1o fly in 1939 at the Lincoln Flying
School. He piloted B-265 and B-24s in World War II. He
would like to know how many B-26 pilots are alive in Maine
today, and he would be delighted 1o hear from any of them.




Buy a Brick and Support the Maine Air Museum

The Maine Air Museum is proud to announce the new
Memorial Pathway Program. Here's how it works:

To successfully carry out and reach the museum vision,
and to refurbish building 98, the Maine Air Museum needs the
financial support of business and public community leaders and
individual private citizens. Your interest in preserving the rich
Maine aviation history will require funding presently not
available to the museum effort. To this end, the museum board
has established the following contribution plan for receiving
your monetary donation and recognizing your gift permanently
in the museum pathway and wall of honor. Remember: your
donation is fully deductible.

% Stratocumulus Member (Sc) — $100 Donation

Entitles the gift giver to a one-year membership and two-year
museum pass and a benefactor’s engraved 4"x8"x2.5" red clay
brick with up to two lines (14 characters/line, .65" high) of
commemorative text in the name of the gift giver or his/her
memorial to others, Brick to be installed on the museum
grounds, walkway or building facade.

% Altostratus Member (As) — $150 Donation

Entitles the gift giver to a two-year membership and three-year
museum pass, copy of The United States Air Force in Maine,
and a benefactor's engraved 4"x8"x2.5" red clay brick with up
to two lines (14 characters/line, .65" high) of commemorative
text in the name of the gift giver or his/her memorial to others.
Brick to be installed on the museum grounds, walkway or
building facade.

WWI AERO SKYWAYS
1900 1920
to fo
1919 1940
BUILD ONE! A REAL ONE!
OUR TWO JOURNALS SERVICES WE PROVIDE
* nformation on current projects + aarly technical books, magazines
* news of museums and ait shows + copies of original drawings, manuals
* lechnical drawings and data +assistancs in locating parls, information
* eoroplanes. engines, parts for sale * back issues of the two Journals
* scals modeling material +donaled coples of earty aviation books
* your wants and disposals % workhwide networking service
* news of cuman] publications
:Numbnonpmmdwhr SAMPLE ISSUES 954 + $2 postage
historical ressarch
sworkshopnoles  FREE BACK ISSUE FOR NEW SURSCRIBERS:
MENTION THIS ADI
WORLD WAR ] ﬂergfanes, INC.
15 Crescont Road « Poughkeopsle, NY 12601 USA » 845-473-3678

Catch the Excitement !!

See Order Form on Page 7

% Altocumulus Member (Ac) — $250 Donation

Entitles the gift giver to a five-year membership and five-year
museum pass and a benefactor's engraved 4"x8"x2.5" pearl
gray marble brick with up to two lines (14 characters/line, .65"
high) of commemorative text in the name of the gift giver or his/
her memorial to others. Brick to be installed on the museum
grounds, walkway ot building facade.

* Cirrus Member (Cj) — $2500 Donation

Entitles the gifi givertolife membership status and abenefactor's
engraved three foot white marble setting bench with one line
(27 characters/line, 2" high) of commemorative text in the name
of the gift giver or his/her memorial to others. Bench o be
installed in the museum building or on the museum grounds,

The Maine Air Museum is wholly owned and operated
by the Maine Aviation Historical Society.

| e You are cleared for the I
1 Allied Approach . . . i
: to Mortgage Financing! l
1 Mention this ad and Allied |
| will make a donation 1o MAHS |
1 Donald Go dfrey when your loan closes. I
§ Senior Loan Officer i
' (207) 879-4044, ext. 158 ALLIED HOME MORTGAGE I
' Toll Free: CAPITAL CORPORATION I
(877) 472-LOAN (5626) Noz Vatid Wish Any Other Offer
L-_-------_----_--J

The Maine Aviation Historical Society's First Book by Member

JOHN C. GARBINSKI

The United States Air Force in Maine
Progeny of the Cold War

8 1/2 x 11 softbound, 134 pages, 151 illustrations
Published by the Maine Aviation Historical Society
$20.00 (plus $3.00 postage and handling)

MAHS Book Order Dept.
101 Monroe Ave., Westbrook, ME 04092-4020

1202




Upcoming MAHS Meetings

¥ % ' 2003 — 2003 — 2003 — 2002 — 2003 - '

July 5-6 v 10 a.m. ........ Antique Aeroplane Show, Owls Head Transportation Museum, Owls Head, Maine
July 12 e 10 am., ... MAHS Meeting, Maine Air Museum, Bangor, Maine

August9 ..., 10 am. .......MAHS Meeting, TBA

Aug. 15-16-17.......... All Day ......, Centennial Celebration, Skyhaven Airport, Rochester, NH (www.ossipeeaviation.com)
Aug. 30-31-Sept. 1 .., 10 a.m. ........Labor Day Gathering of Fords; the 100th Anniversary of Ford Motor Co.

Sepl. 4T evvviiiccecenne All Day ....... Greenville International Seaplane Fly-In, Greenville, Maine

Sept. 13 e, 10 am. ........ MAHS Meeting, TBA

MAHS meeting sites and programs are flexible. Call Les Shaw ar 1-877-280-MAHS if you have any ideas or if you can help.

Welcoame, New Members Arriving Next Month ...

447F.  Peter Ness (USAF Securiry)
21 Forest Hills Drive skycapl991 @aol.com

Levant, ME 04456 207-884-3076
448C. Douglas H. Grant (dba Ability Woodworking)

32 Pleasant Street

Goffstown, NH 03045

449,  Jean-Guy Paquet (Helicopters)
64 Green St., Apt. 13 jgp31@juno.com
Augusta, ME 04330-5400 207-626-7631446

CORRECTION: took at Old Orchard Beach in July 1927 when Charles Lind-

. , . bergh landed there on his nationwide tour. We'll present them
RS REL ot B i L LT S e next month along with a couple of "0Old Glory” at the beach.

———— — —— — ——— — — — — — — — —— — — — — — — . — —— — —— — —— — — — — — — — r— — —

ORDER FORM FOR "BRICK" FOR MAINE AIR MUSEUM

First Name Last Name M1
Address
Donation Level: (1 Cj C Ac O As O Se

Text for laser engraving:

Credit Card Information: ! AMEX O M/IC 1 VISA " Paid by Check #

Name on Card Card # Exp. Date

Card Holder Signature

Iam interested ina [ grantor ] matching grant contribution of $

Please submit this information with your tax-deductible 501(c)3 contribution o MAM Memorial Brick Fund c/o Carl Sederquist,
19 Lincoln Lane, Surry, Maine (ME) 04684 . You will be mailed an acknowledgement and a copy of the engraving text proof.

Date

THE MAINE AIR MUSEUM IS FULLY OWNED / OPERATED BY THE MAINE AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY



GENERAL AVIATION
o Salelite COMMUNICATIONS

PUBLIC TELEPHONE SERVICE AND E-MAIL DATA
WHILE AIRBORNE - FROM ANY POINT ON THE GLOBE

Aviation Artifacts

@ BOUGHT & SoLD ©
Military « Airline ® Civilian « WWI through the Jet Age

Paying Cash For: Helmets, fight suits, uniforms, jackets,
wings, patches, maps, books, fight manuels, aircraft par's

SATTALK I ’ - and mstruments, photographs, parachuies and survival
L gear. I it has something to do with aircraft — / buy.
IRIDIUM™ : <AGEW
ARSAT! Miller's Field § ©  John Miller
I:: store open * 115 North Road
TELECOM INTEANATIONAL, LLC T e (T by appointment b, <8 Newburgh, ME 04444
in L Ol f WOrth, : : 1) =
m'qmwb'mm 866 664 0122 - 207 664-0122 - info @ questele.com vintagewings@cs.com {':'-‘.'5:3}3 ELrplest 2777%3
MAINE AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MAINE AIR MUSEUM +« MEMBERSHIP FORM
MAINE Name
AVIATION
: : Address
HISTORICAL
L Dues are for one City, State, Zip
year, and membership E i)
shall expire in the month . -mal
you joined. Special Interests Phone
Annual membership includes Membership  Dues Benefits
12 monthly newsletters! Regular $25 annual Newsletter, Decal, Museum Admission
Mail payment to: Family $35 annual Newsletter, Decal, Museum Admission
. . . . al p Y n. o Corporate $100 annual Newsietter, Decal, Museum Admission
Maine Aviation Historical Society Supporting  $100annual  Newsletter, Decal, Museum Admission, 4 Free Passes
101 Monroe Avenue Lifetime $500% Newsletter, Decal, Lifetime Membership Number,
Westbrook, ME 04092-4020 * (2 annual $250 payments) Museum Admission, 10 Free Passes

—-———._—_———————.—_——-———..————_———.————-————-—_—-—.———_

Maine Aviation Historical Society
P.O. Box 2641
Bangor, ME 04402

July Meeting
July 12, 2003
10 am.
Board Meeting, 9 a.m.
Maine Air Museum
Bangor, Maine
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