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Flight of Fancy

By James E. McCarthy

Somewhere, I had picked up exciting news. A Italian
Armada, of many aircralt, was to {ty over Bangor that very
day on the return leg of an around-the-world flight. Its
commander was Bruno Mussolini, son of Benito, the Italian
dictator. Even at 12 or |3 years old, that scemed important to
me. I had just started taking pictures with a small brown
Bakelite camera. In that year, 1933, something that significant
was something that should be photographed.

Frawley's Drug Store on Main Street in Bangor, across
from Freese's Department Store, ai the corner of Cross Street,
was the source of photographic film, developer, printing
paper, chemicals and afl the other supplics that aspiring
photographers cherished. That morning, in the summer of that
year, [ had visited Frawley’s to buy a roll of 120 or 620 Agla
film, in anticipation of the big cvent.

Very little of the entire episede comes to mind, but two
things remain vivid. First, returning from Frawley’s, 1 walked
from Main Street on a route that brought me to that formidable
set of stairs that then stood between, and behind, the Bangor
Library and the old Bangor High School on Harlow Street. 1
climbed, likely ran up, the long run of steps to the “stub” street
that culminated at the juncture of Park, Center and Somerset
Streets. There, I paused — it was a somewhat open area — to
scan the skies. No airplanes were in sight. What 1 had in mind,
and what I did, from that point, I don’t remember. My second
outstanding recollection was that the day passed without sight,
or sound, of an aircraft overhead. [ was disappointed.

In succeeding days [ learncd nothing more about the
anticipated event. Years later, in the '90s, remembering that
carlicr disappointment [ scarched aviation records that might

Labrador, on July 12th, 1933, en route to thc Chicago World
Fair. On August [st, the same group landed near Shoal Harbowe,
Newfoundland, on its return to Tialy. No mention was madc ol
the number of aircraft in the Armada on the castbound crossing,
nor was there any indication of trouble before or afier Shoal
Harbour, but it was noted they remained in New{oundland eigit
days before departing. The delay might well have been waiting
for acceptable weather, or due to a maintenance problem, ot
maybe, they just liked the Newfoundland girls. During that time,
they were atiended by two Italian submarines, and an alian
Navy *“yacht.”

It seems likely, even probable, that the Armada overflew
Mainc points, particularly on their eastbound journcy, when
the “great circle” path is considered. On any day now, when
atmospheric conditions are right, contrails lace the skies over
Bangor on that course between Europe and America. Tt 1y
prebable, too, that | was mistaken about the around-the-world
Might, and about Bruno Mussolini. That son of Benito became
an avialor, no doubt, but as best [ can determine he was born
1918, only three years earlier than my birth date, much 100
young to have commanded that Right. On the other hand, it is
clear from the record 1 just mentioned, and other information [
uncovered later, that Italo Balbo led two round trips acrass the
Atlantic. The first was in [930, with 12 Savoia-Marcheui
SM.55X fying boats, from Qrbetello in Ttaly 1o Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, and the second {rom Rome 1o Chicago lor the 1933
World Fair, presumably with the same aircraft type.

Italo Balbo was an ardent, and promincnt fascist, and an
intimate of Benito Mussolini. It was thought by many that he
might well become the [uture leader of taly. (cont'd on pg. 4)

uncover the story of that flight.
[ found nothing. It was only recently
that I unexpectedly came across |
something that might relate 1o my
dilemma. On the “web,” areference
in Newfoundland Aviation History
stated that General Italo Balbo, with
an Armada of 24 flying boats had
landed in the bay at Cartwright,
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Monthly meetings
are held at 10 a.m,
on the second Saturday
of each month
at various locations,

See calendar for details.

Maine Aviation Historical Saciety
Maine Air Museum
Bangor, Maine

December Meeting - December 11, 2004

The December mecting of the Maine Aviation Historical Society will be held at our Maine
Air Muscum at 10 a.m. on Saturday, December 11, 2004. We cxpect 1o have an ineresting
speaker {rom the Maine Air Guard telling of some of their experiences during their recent
deployment in Iraq.

Following the program, there will be a Board of Directors meetin g. We especially request
that those Board members who have recently resigned be present at this meceting as your
input on the future direction of the museum and the Society is most imporiant 1o us.
Please make every clfort to attend this important meeting.

* & % & % Dues are Duel * % % % %

For many members, ducs are due this month. As membership records are now going (o he
kept on the museum's computer, please send your dues 1o the Bangor address. To make it
easier for new people to get used to processing the dues, we thank you for seading them
in as soon as possible. AIp 24 oo LhsEC et ) e Free Juel

Flying Santa Claus

2004 is the 75th anniversary of Captain William Wincapaw's first g
Flying Santa Claus flight to the lighthouses, MAHS member #13, Bill Wincapaw HI of
Florida (his grandson), has been invited to Ny aleng on this flight on Saturday, December
4th. He will be flying from Pease Airport in NH about 8 a.m. and getting ofl &t Owls Head
Light about I p.m. We have sent a notice out via e-mail in hopes that some members can
meet him along the way. Bill has promised us a full report when he gets home.

Yankee Filyer 2005 Calendar Now Available

The Yankee Flyer 2005 Calendar | A s icure
w “—Un] lhc cover Ul‘ lhc

2005 Yankee Flyer

calendar now

available from the

Only $10 each!
(88 for 10 ar more)

Featuring fifteen vintage photos from Massachusetts' rich aeronautical
history. The calendar also highlights *Bay State Firsts,” dates and evenls postage and wax inctuded
from the past. Great for home and office or as gifis for clients, colleagues Send check or mfo to:

and Iriends. ~www.massaerohistory.org maahs@earthlink.org MAHS
Membership is just $25.00 per year and includes monthly meetingsand ~ The Yankee Flyer
bulletins and a quarterly newsletter. (Back copies of previous calendars P.O. Box 457
still available for $5.00 ppd.) For a /7262005 calendar, join us today! Wakelicld, MA

For more information, call 781-662-1253 (HE880-0957




st. Croix Johnstone

field, Mineola, on June 22, 1911, One month later he

speed record init. (Pholo via D. Horn and World War [ Aero, #186)

set an American

St, Croix Johnstone of lllincis made the first known flight in the
State of Maine on August 9, 1911 at the fair there. He was killed
less than two weeks later in Chicago at the Gran!t Park Air Show
when his plane came apart over Lake Michigan and he drowned
{Photo viz Aoy Nags/ and Rajph Cooper)

His plane was a Moisant, an American-built Bleriot XI.
(MK Wood FPholo, Wright Stafe Universily Libranes)

No, this is not the "Spirit of St. Louis"; it is onc
of two replicas Hollywood had built for the movie
"We" starring Jimmic Stewart in 1952 or 1953,
The second replica was kept in reserve in casc
ol damage to the first ene so as not o delay
making of the film. This picture was taken at the
then-Old Town, Maine Airport (now DeWitt
Airport} in 1954, The mud on the il is not due
to sloppy housckeeping, it was put there to
replicate the mud Charles Li ndbergh acquired on
|:3kcol'f from Long Island, New York in 1927 on
his s'olo trans-Atlantic flight, A Stinson L-1 used
for in-Mlight filming and carrying some spare
pans accompanied the "Spirit.” From Old Town
the planes flew on to Halifax, Nova Scotia, film-
Ing as they went along. At Halifax, the “Spirit”
Was put aboard a ship bound for Europe where it
was used to make the rest of the movie.

{(Norm Houle Photo)

iIsit...orisn'tit?




{above}
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Bangor Inler-
national Airport
and its future.
Sheis the
manager of the
airport. fMdike
Cormelt Pholos)

Lite members Mike Cornett and Les Shaw doing what they
have done so well the last few years — kesping the Maine
Air Museum flying. (Aike Comett Photo)

The British are coming to
Bangor — low and fast!

Rebecca Hulf speaking at
the October meeting on

AMcDonnelt-Douglas KC-10 tanker visiting its KC-135 residents at Bangor,

Flight, cont from page 1

In 1939, from his post as the governor of lalian-held Lybia,
he visited Rome, where he expressed disagreement with
Mussolini’s support for Hitler's invasion of Poland. He, appar-
ently, favored alignment with England, but continued to lead
air patrols over North Africa. On June 28, 1940 he was shot
down and killed by anti-aircraft gunfire from an lalian Navy
ship. The government claimed inadvertent “l) ricndly” fire. There
were others who believed Mussolini had ordered it. In any cvent,
it ended Balbo's prominence in the aviation world, and his
vocal displeasure with a Mussolini policy.

There had probably been a flight that gave rise to my
attention, possibly on the day 1 watched for it, almost surely
that summer of 1933, but not the around-the-world flight 1
imagined. Instead, it was the flight 1o, or from, Chicago. Where,
and in what form, my original information about it evolved,
I'Il never know, but it did help foster a boy's carly interest in
history and aviation, ecven though, historically, it proved to be
Just a flight of fancy.

Editor's Note: The flight that Jim is referring to is that of 24
halian flying boats, Savoia-Marchetti SM.55Xs Srom haly 10
the Chicago World Fair in 1933. Under the command of Gen-
eral lialo Balbo, they flew to Chicago from July 5-12, 1933,

Leaving Chicago on
July 19, they flew 1o
New York Ciry and
left there on July 25
to fly to Shediac, |
Nova Scotia. Flying |
a great circle route,
they were just off the
coast of Maine for
mast of the flight. A
Jew outlying arcas |4
did get a glimpse of
some of the plancs
Slyving overhead.
The exception
was Rockland where
Capr.Gallo landed his plane in the harbor with a broken oil
line. The crew ate lunch on the wing while repairs were made
and 10 gallons of oil delivered. Within hours, they took off and
Joined the ather planes in Shediac. The 24 planes flew from
Labrador to the Azores, where one plane capsized on take-off.
On to Lisbon, Portugal and on August 12th, 1933, 23 planes
arrived back in Italy. f1was a tremendous achievement for 1933,

General Italo Balbo




Remember When: Portland Airport in Scarborough, Maine
on August 17, 1930

Three photos taken on August 17, 1931 a the
Pertland Airport in Scarborough.

1. Travel Air A-6000-A 6-passenger monoplane
based there. An OX-5 powered Curtiss Robin in
the background.

2. Can you identify these five planes?

3. The hangar and office with an American Moth
biplane (a British DH60 Gypsy Moth built in
Lowell, MA under license).

{Photos via Rodney Laughion)

Harold Troxel's Port O Maine
Airport around 1950. This airport
started after World War I and
was located on Pleasant Hill
Road, just off Route 1 at the
Scarborough-South Portland linc.
More information

and pictures wanted.

{Photo via Rodney Laughton)



Buy a Brick and Support the Maine Air Museum

The Maine Air Museum is proud to announce the new Memorial Pathway Program.

Here's how it works:

To successfully carry out and reach the museum vision,
and to refurbish building 98, the Mainc Air Muscum needs the
financial support of business and public community leaders and
individual private citizens. Your interest in preserving the rich
Maine aviation history will require {unding presently not
available to the muscum effort. To this end, the muscum board
has established the following contribution plan for receiving
your monetary donation and recognizing your gilt pcrmanently
in the muscum pathway and wall of honor. Remember; your
donation is [ully deductible.

* Stratocumulus Member (Sc) — $100 Donation

Entitles the gift giver Lo a one-year membership and two-year
museum pass and a benefactor's engraved 4"x8"x2.5" red clay
brick with up to two lines (14 characters/line, .65" high) of
commemorative text in the name of the gift giver or his/her
memorial to others. Brick to be installed on the muscum
grounds, walkway or building facade.

* Altostratus Member (As) — $150 Donation

Entitles the gilt giver to a two-year membership and threc-year
museum pass, copy of The United States Air Force in Maine,
and a benefactor's engraved 4"x8"x2.5" red clay brick with up
to two lines (14 characters/line, .65" high) of commemorative
text in the name of the gilt giver or his/her memorial o others.
Brick to be installed on the museum grounds, walkway or
building facade.

JOIN NOW

e et DL

Slf;y WA? S i

Receve AFHEE ISSUE
With Your New MemsersHip
(PLEASE MENTION THIS AD)

| } [§w\*§’“ﬁa\‘f} ]

[ W
k. h 3d
= THE JOURHAL OF ¥
b '“" Ma' 5" THE MRPLARE 1970, 1940

WORLD WAR I @ero aplanes, INC.
15 Crescent Road, Poughkespsie, NY 12601 » 845-473-3679

See Order Form on Page 7

* Altocumulus Member (Ac) — $250 Donation

Entitles the gift giver to a five-year membership and five-year
muscum pass and a bencfactor's engraved 4"x8"x2.5" pearl
gray marble brick with up to two lines (14 characters/line, 65"
high) ol commermorative text in the name of the gift giver or his/
her memorial to others. Brick 1o be installed on the muscum
grounds, walkway ot building facade.

| % Cirrus Member (Cj) — $2500 Donation

Entitles the gift giver tolife membership status and abenelactor's
engraved three foot white marble seuting bench with one line
(27 charactersfline, 2" high) of commemorative text in the name
of the gift giver or his/her memorial to others. Bench 1o be
installed in the muscum building or on the muscun grounds.

The Maine Air Musenm is wholly owned and operated
by the Maine Aviation Historical Society.

The Maine Aviation Historical Society's First Book by Member

JOHN C. GARBINSKI

The United States Air Force in Maine
Progeny of the Cold War

8 1/2 x 11 sofibound, 134 pages, 151 illustrations
Published by the Maine Aviation Historical Society
$20.00 (plus $3.00 postage and handling)

MAHS Book Order Dept.
101 Monroe Ave., Westbrook, ME 04092-4020

12KM

Join the MAHS Today and Catch the Excitement !!
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Upcoming MAHS Meetings and Events

¥ ) 2004 — 2004 — 2005 — 2005 — 2005 F Y )

December 11 ............. 10 a.m. ........ MAHS Mecting, Mainc Air Museum, Bangor, Maine.
January 8 ... 10 a.m. ........ MAHS Meeting, Maine Air Muscum, Bangor, Maine.
February 12............... 10 a.m. ........ MAHS Meeting, Maine Air Museum, Bangor, Maine.
March 12...........c.ccc.. 10 2. ........ MAHS Meeting, Maine Air Muscum, Bangor, Maine.

Programs for and any changes to these meetings will be announced.

Welcame New Member The MAHS and MAM Needs YOU!
473, Frank J. Holub We still need voluntcers to work in the muscum!
440 Longworthe Square
Alexandria, VA 22309 We need people to work on our enagine displays, touch

up and production of historical displays, office work,
compuler {iling, and, of course, yard work. We also need a

-NEW-BOOK-NOW-AVAILABLE-AT-THE-MUSEUM- serious mode! builder 1o assist in repairing, cleaning and

Memoirs: With An Ange] Blf M]f Side constructing models, dioramas and other displays.

by Alfred Cormier i ey . .
His flying life as told by Al, member of MAHS/MAM To vollfnlt.cr, call 1-877 280 MAHS. To c¢heck the
; dates on which we need help, link to:
and member of the Board of Directors.

$16.00 at the museum $20.00 by mail MaineAirMuseumvolunteerschedule.org

% % COME JOIN US and CATCH THE EXCITEMENT ¥ 9 »
For more information, call 207-941-6757 or 1-877-280-MAHS (in state)
or check out our NEW web site af www.inaineairmuseum.org

ORDER FORM FOR "BRICK" FOR MAINE AIR MUSEUM

First Name Last Name MI

Address

Donation Level: Cj Ac As Sc

Text for laser engraving:

[ am interested in a7 grant or matching grant contribution of §

Please submit this information with your tax-deductible 501(c)3 contribution to MAM Memorial Brick Fund c/o Carl §, ederquist,

19 Lincoln Lane, Surry, Maine (ME) 04684 . You will be mailed an acknowledgement and a copy of the engraving text proof.

THE MAINE AIR MUSEUM IS FULLY OWNED / OPERATED BY THE MAINE AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY



a2t L Aviation Artifacts
e Oalellite COMMUNICATIONS
@ BOUGHT & SOLD @
|| WHILE ABORNE  FROM A POy o0 e oLoBE Military » Airline * Civilian * WWI through the Jet Age
Paying Cash For: Heimefs, flight suils, uniforms, jackels,
wings, paiches, maps, books, flight manuals, aircraft parts
SATTALK I ’ and instruments, pholtographs, parachuites and survival
- gear. If it has sometfing o do with aircralt — / buy.
IRIDIUM™ | Y2 - <GE W,
AIRSATI Miller's Field S 4&'! John Miller
]‘; store open a 115 North Road
TELECOM INTERNATIONAL, LLC _ by appointment Newburgh, ML 04444
R uesisie.com B4 664 0122 2076640122 Mo aueseocom | | VinLogeWings @cs.com aless

MAINE AVIATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MAINE AIR MUSEUM + MEMBERSHIP FORM

MAIN Name
AVIATION
4—“-.:#
Address
HISTORICAL =

s Dues are for one . .
ycar, and membership City, State, Zip

shall ¢xpire in the month _ E-mail
you joined, Special Interests Phone
Annual membership includes Membership  Dues Benefits
12 monthly newsletters! Regular $25 annual Newsletier, Decal, Muscum Adimission
Mail payment to: Family $35 annual Newsletter, Decal, Museum Admission
Maine Aviation Hi p 3; Soci i Corporate $100 annual Newsletter, Decal, Museum Admission
S ks LS e 4 57 Supporting $100 annual Newsletter, Decal, Museum Admission, 4 Free Passes
P.O. Box 2641 Lifetime $500* Newsletter, Decal, Lifetime Membership Number,

Bangor, ME 04402-2641 * (2 annual $250 payments) Museum Admission, 10 Free Passes

——— e ——— — ——— — — — — — — — — — — — e ey — — — — — — — — — — — . . e e e — — —

Maine Aviation Historical Society
P.O. Box 2641
Bangor, ME 04402

December Meeting
December 11, 2004
10 a.m.

Maine Air Museum
Bangor, Maine
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